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Yonge: Minutes of Organization in 1856 and List of Members

MINUTES OF ORGANIZATION IN 1856
AND LIST OF MEMBERS
By J. C. YONGE
Here is a tale of hopes unrealized. Here is evidence
that our fathers laid the foundation of a worth while
structure which we have neglected or forgotten.
Before the Civil War most of Florida was a wilderness. Here were but half a dozen small towns and a few
scattered farming districts. Except for certain short
boom periods--the sudden rise and collapse of the ports,
and the flush times in Middle Florida, when credit, based
largely on land, was the source of a flood of money flowing freely about Tallahassee until the bubble burst--except
for these few years Florida was, in the main, a land of
poverty-the poverty of a new country with no ready
source of wealth to bring a quick prosperity.
Yet many of the pioneers,. though they had work
enough to do in making their start, looked beyond their
own affairs and gave a thought to the future of the
State they, were building for their children. Among
other evidence of this forethought, during the period of
comparative quiet following the years of Indian disturbances, is the organizing of the Historical Society of
Florida.

Little is now known of this body; but it was no paper
society - the fruit of a passing enthusiasm. Its foundation was carefully and solidly laid. A copy of its first
publication has come down to us: a thin, 16mo. pamphlet
issued soon after the organization-which took place in
St. Augustine, in 1856 - and containing its constitution
and by-laws, together with a list of its officers and members. We have also a pamphlet of thirty-two pages, 8vo,
issued in the latter part of the following year-the publication of an address before the Society by one of its
members who was later to write the first real history of
Florida-George R. Fairbanks.
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Here we learn something of the broad purpose and
high hopes of the founders. He says :
‘“To explore this field [Florida history], to seek and
gather up the ancient chronicles in which its annals are
contained, to retain the traditionary lore which may yet
throw light upon the past, to trace its monuments and remains, to elucidate what has been written, to disprove the
false and support the true, to do justice to the men who
have figured in the olden time, to keep and preserve all
that is known in trust for those who come after us, to increase and extend the knowledge of our own history
among those who now claim the title of its citizens, and
to teach our children that first essential knowledge, the
history of our own State, are objects well worthy of our
best efforts. To accomplish these ends we have organized
the Historical Society of Florida. We desire to number
among its members all who feel an interest in the history
of their native or adopted State. We seek their goodwill, their aid, and their encouragement.
“We desire to build up and perpetuate a library,
which shall be open for reference to the scholar, the
teacher, and the student; where shall be collected all the
published or manuscript works relating to the State,
which can be procured. We desire, by means of lectures,
to impart and extend such information as may be useful; and we look, hereafter, to having the ability to
throw open to all, through the press, such rare and
curious works as could not otherwise be reached.
“Standing, then, within these time-honored walls (the
Palace of the Spanish Governors), in this most ancient
city of our land, within the shadow of that gray and
moss-covered castle, where everything recalls the past,
whose very existence is a landmark of history, we cannot
help feeling an earnest desire to look into that past, to
draw out its secrets, and to bring back to our own minds
and memories the scenes and actions of the olden time ;
and when our day shall in turn be numbered with the past,
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and others shall have succeeded us, as we now fill the
places of the generations who on this spot have lived and
died, it may well be that a tribute of respect and reverence
may be then bestowed upon us, as the founders and benefactors of this Society, which then, we fondly hope,
may number its thousands of members, its noble hall,
its splendid library, and its valuable publications; and our
small beginnings may spread into a future of which we
can now form no conception.”
Those last words of Major Fairbanks’s are prophetical ; for how could he conceive of the present state of
the Society in this day of the State’s growth and prosperity-the hall, the library, the publications, the numerous members-all are still to be realized some time in the
future.
But his hopes for his own State have long ago come
to be accomplishments in nearly all the others, for most
of them have now all that he pictured for Florida.
Judging by the admirable beginning which the
founders made, we can readily believe that nothing but
the clouds of the coming war could have halted the work
which they undertook and which was then of necessity
suspended.
Showing the general interest then taken in the
Society is the long list of members-one hundred and
thirty-four, a very great number for that time-which
includes nearly all of the prominent men of the period;
and to any one acquainted with the affairs of that day,
it is evident- that the leaders in every section of the State
were founders of the organization.
The names of the officers and resident members, as
listed in the publications of the Society, follow :
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OFFICERS
President

Major B. A. Putnam
Vice-Presidents

Rev. J. H. Myers
Geo. R. Fairbanks, Esq.
Hon. McQueen McIntosh
Hon. D. L. Yulee
Hon. Wm. A. Forward
Executive Committee

Rev. A. A. Miller
Rev. E. Aubril
O. M. Dorman, Esq.

Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer
Geo. Burt, Esq.
Recording Secretary and Librarian
K. B. Gibbs, Esq.
RESIDENT MEMBERS
Auld, Rev. D. J.
Alvarez, Antonio
Anderson, J. Geo.
Ambler, D. C.
Avery, O. M.
Archer, Jas. T.
Aubriel, Rev. E. S.
Baldwin, A. S.
Bours, Rev. W. W.
Brown, Geo. L.
Beard, John
Baker, James M.
Baltzell, Thomas
Broome, Jas. E.
Burt, Geo.
Burt, James
Bailey, James B.
Benet, Peter
Blackburn, E. E.
Burritt, S. L.
Cabell, E. C.

Call, Richard K.
Call, Wilkinson
Call, Geo. W.
Center, George
Carmichael, Rev. W. M., D. D.
Campbell, Richard
Chase, Wm. H.
Carr, B. E.
Cobb, Nathan
Cole, A. H.
Dick, John
DuPont, C. H.
Dorman, O. M.
Dell, J. G.
Dell, Philip
Dumas, P. B.
Dorman, Rodney
Dawkins, J. B.
Drew, Columbus
Dunham, D. R.
Dancey, E. L.
Dummett, Douglass
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Douglass, Samuel J.
Dupont, Abram
Davis, W. M. G.
English, Chas. G.
Forward, W. A.
Fairbanks, Samuel
Fleming, L. J.
Fraser, Philip
Fairbanks, Geo. R.
Floyd, R. F.
Findley, J. T.
Finegan, Joseph
Gibbs, Geo. C.
Garey, S. M. Y.
Gillis, Calvin
Gibbs, K. B.
Gerardeau, W. O.
Gould, J. M.
Hawes, Geo. E.
Hay, Walter
Humphreys, Gad
Holmes, T. O.
Hilton, R. B.
Haile, Thos. E.
Haile, Edward
Hawkins, Geo. S.
Hayward, W. R.
Ingram, Tillman
Ives, E. R
June, Dr.
Kirkland, I. L.
Lancaster, J. B.
Livingston, Felix
Long, Nicholas
Long, Medicus
Lowther, T. D.
McCarthy, F.
Maxwell, A. E.
Mallory, S. R.
McIntosh, McQueen
Moseley, W. D.
Mauran, P. B.
Marvin, William
Morton, Jackson
Madeore, Rev. B.
Miller, A. J.
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Matchlock, John S.
Mitchell, Augustus
Mitchell, C. O. M.
McClellan, I. F.
Mays, D. H.
McGehee, J. C.
McCants, J.
Myers, Rev. J. H.
Miller, Rev. A. A.
Meeker, C. C.
Papy, M. D.
Pelot, Jno. C.
Putnam, B. A.
Peck, John E.
Perry, M. S.
Pope, Barton
Pearson, B. M.
Payne, G. B.
Quarterman, Rev. J. M.
Rutledge, Rt. Rev. Bishop
Rogers, S. St. George
Reed, A. M.

Randall, Thomas
Randolph, J. H.
Simmons, W. H.
Simpkins, E. C.
Smith, Buckingham
Solana, Matteo
Spaulding, D. A.
Stewart, R. A.
Sanderson, J. P.
Smith, J. Caraway
Steele, Augustus
Stringfellow, W. H.
Smith, M. Whit
Tanner, J. S.
Walker, D. S.
Weems, F. M.
Williams, J. L.
Wright, B. D.
Ward, Geo. T.
Whitehurst, D. W.
Westcott, John
Yulee, D. L
Yonge, C. C.
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